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Who am I ?

My name is Jordan and I am twenty one. 

I am from a suburb called Caluire, bordering the peaceful city of Lyon, where I spent the first twenty years of my life. We were four, till my elder brother Romain found a stable employment as a ticket inspector in trains and left home. Working for the SNCF (the French National Railway Service) was an opportunity for my brother to follow the footsteps of my my father Richard and my paternal grandfather Octave, who also work for the railways.  My dad works as an executive and my grandpa worked as a pointsman. As far as my mother Jocelyne is concerned, she worked during ten years as a homemaker to bring up my brother and me in a perfect way. Nowadays, she uses her experience as a mother to take of charge children in a day nursery. All in all, what it is necessary to know about my family is that we represent a mix of cultures and people from Italy, from Morocco, from Spain, from Catalonia and from France, a sparkling cocktail – even explosive - in Mediterranean colours.  

As far as I am concerned, I study economics and management at the ‘Ecole Normale Supérieure de Cachan’ (ENS), a premier public institute to which access is granted by passing of national level competitive exams. Getting into this school was a dream because it offers an excellent education and training to become a teacher and/or a researcher, and that it is located near Paris, the brilliant cultural and intellectual capital of France. Even if my career plan is still not very clear, I am likely to pursue the teaching profession including researching in the field of the economics of development. This subject appears to me as a central discipline at the crossroads of others such as sociology, philosophy, anthropology, history, and especially it may supply useful and concrete solutions for the key issues of humankind, such as mal-nutrition, epidemics, illiteracy, depletion of natural resources, etc.

Except my studies, I spend time between music, reading and friends. I have been playing piano since I am seven, and I like constantly listening to new musical styles. The reading is a vital pastime which gives me an good base of knowledge and arouses my desires to travel. It focuses on India, country which fascinates me. Finally, friendship represents feeling for others and sharing ideas, a moral backing, a precious strength, and without friends life would be unthinkable.  

What will we do in India?

With Mathilde – a friend who is also in the ENS-, we go from August 2009 to August 2010 to the region of Tamil Nadu as volunteers in the Indian NGO "Friend-in-Need", chaired by Shyama Ramani. The idea of this organization is implementing and bringing to completion innovations in order to attain environmental and socioeconomic security in fishermen's village, Kameshwaram, affected by the December-26th -2004 tsunami. Its first actions are aimed at the improvement of sanitary conditions, while allowing the rise of the economic level by creation of activities, in particular for the women. 

We have six missions during the year.

The first one is the realization of videos and written documents explaining the way to build and maintain ecosan toilets in a good state and identifying problems and solutions. They will have to be clear and enlightening in order to be easily understood by all.

The second mission is to investigate into the problems of maintenance of ecosan toilets in the public school St Sébastian to Kameshwaram. We will have to meet regularly the concerned people (the school director, families, etc.). We will have to write down in September 2010 a complete report proposing a global strategy for the installation and the maintenance of ecosan toilets in village schools taking the St.Sebastian school as a case study.  

The third mission will consist of assisting Mr Ganapathy, a retired journalist from the esteemed daily newspaper, ' The Hindu '  who is an expert in ecology and in socioeconomic history of Tamil Nadu. He is also the lead researcher of  the NGO Friend-In-Need. Together we will work on a project called FINISH, a public-private collaborative project to install 1 milliion toilets in India. We will investigate problems and solutions related to sanitation in around thirty the other villages and the Tamil shanty towns. We have to collect the data of his survey, to enter them in Excel tables, to elaborate a questionnaire to administer several hundred households.

The fourth mission will be to create a complete documentation for foreign students and researchers giving practical information on Kameshwaram and Trichy (transport, housing, emergency numbers, restaurants, etc.)

Our fifth mission will be to find and to fit out a place in Kameshwaram to live and work in minimum comfort in (rooms and office). We shall also have to teach local friends the way to prepare "French-style" meals, that is without too much hot peppers, and in exchange she/he will teach us to cook "in the Indian" way, that is with a lot of hot peppers (!). This place will be used as a residence to future student interns  in the NGO.

Finally, the sixth and last mission will be to work on the web site of the NGO, especially bring the French part up to date and by bringing it some aesthetic and practical modifications.

Why this commitment?

First, it is a passion for India which brought me towards this project. My fascination comes from the incredible capacity of this nation to integrate differences without crushing them. The sentence of Nehru is explicit: "we are a bundle of contradictions held together by strong invisible threads". This year is an exceptional luck for me to discover really what I have so far learnt through my readings, and many other things. Then, Friend-In-Need being an NGO of  a modest size, is able to adapt itself quickly to contexts, answer concrete and urgent needs not in giving to members and partners the impression it is crushed by a heavy bureaucratic weight. The high degree of expertise that the association has, thanks in particular to its president, Shyama Ramani, researcher and expert in economics of innovation, is also attractive.

Furthermore, the projects aims to attain the UN Millennium Development Goals in marginalized regions with a responsible approach whereby assistance is not unilaterally given as charity, but involves participation and empowerment of the inhabitants in local development. I share the same vision, because implementing difficult and complex actions in an environment with numerous constraints can only be effective and long-lasting if one has well-balanced reflections and actions and these are shared with the concerned persons. What also appeals me is that this ONG tries to improve gradually with a long-term vision economic, social, educational and environmental situations of inhabitants. The development is understood in all its global nature through various aspects.

Finally, this mission is for me the perfect opportunity to apply my knowledge of economic and management theory to solve concrete problems and to develop more practical skills. It will familiarize me with techniques of problem-solve and enable me to progress in my domains of specialization and refine my projects for the future.

I am looking forward to this year being very rich in discoveries.
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