Presentation letter

Mathilde Lefevre

Hello,

I am Mathilde Lefevre and I am twenty one.

I was born in France, in a city which is situated in the middle of   the mountains in Grenoble. My family is still living there. I have two younger sisters, Maud and Camille. My father is an engineer and my mother is a social worker.

I’m studying at the  ENS  school of Cachan, where I study economics and management. I hope that my studies will allow me to become a professor and to work as a  researcher.

I am, alongwith my colleague Jordan Trombetta doing a training course for one year in Tamil Nadu state in India, on a mission for the NGO “Friend in Need”

There are different parts to our mission

Firstly we intend to make videos and write  documents to explain how  to build  ecosan toilets,  how  to use them  and what sort of problems and solutions can be found.

Secondly we will  make an investigation at the St Sebastian school at Kameshwaram to formulate incentive mechanisms to ensure good maintenance of toilets.

Thirdly we have to conduct some surveys on households in selected villages in Tamil Nadu as part of a project called FINISH – whose aim is to install 1 million toilets in India. 

Finally our mission will we be to write a document about logistics at Trichy and Kameshwaram, to help future student interns  who will come to work for “Friend in Need”

I think that this mission is a great opportunity for me, for three main reasons.

It is a training course integrated to my studies, where I can try to apply  my knowledge acquired so far in econometrics, economics and management. It is also an occasion for me to deepen my know ledges and to discover different ways of working.

This mission is widely the result of a will to work and  to study the process of economic development. If I chose “Friend in Need” it’s because the association seems to correspond to my way of thinking about development. I think  that “friend in need is an interesting association as  inhabitants of the villages associated are consulted in the design  of the project. I am convinced that effective solutions could result through cooperation between locals and the NGO. Friend in Need, being an organization which tries to develop and think out projects with local partners corresponds, in this sense, to my expectations and aspirations.

This way of working could moreover permit me to discover other conceptions of all things from another culture’s point of view. This for me, is a significant feature of the internship. I am fascinated since ages by India and Indian culture, and the prospect of making new discoveries is really at the base of my enthusiasm.
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