FINISH SANITATION CHALLENGE CONTEST 
Financial INclusion Improves Sanitation and Health
Seeking Innovative sanitation system design suitable for mass rural installation and usage

A contest organized for the FINISH programme by 
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Improving Toilets and Sanitation Globally




	[image: image6.jpg]P

witation§






Subject: FINISH sanitation challenge contest

19 October 2010
Dear Sir, Dear Madam,

Programme FINISH stands for Financial INclusion Improves Sanitation and Health and is being supported and implemented since 2009 by an Indo-Dutch consortium comprising NGOs, academic and financial institutions, insurance companies and banks from the two countries. Its objective is to diffuse 1 million safe sanitation systems (i.e. toilets with proper treatment of waste produced) to low income communities in rural India through mobilizing funds from end-user households. 

We feel that among other factors, the lack of sanitation coverage in rural India (and elsewhere), is due to lack of innovation on possible ‘designs’ to fit diverse environmental and social–economic conditions, water needs and local availability of materials.  Therefore, in order to promote innovation generation in this much neglected field, we are organizing an innovation contest, where the innovation can take the form of a novel design and/or novel choice of materials used and/or a new process and/or any other component. 

This is not only an Indian problem – currently there are over 1 billion people in the world who do not have access to proper sanitation facilities. Therefore, the contest is being thrown open to candidates all over the world. Please find the details of the challenge in a separate attachment. Please feel free to diffuse it among your colleagues and friends. 
We would be grateful if you could support our endeavour in any of the following ways: 

· Diffusing the information about the contest; 
· Financially sponsoring the contest; 
· Diffusing any of the models creating by the prize winners in a low income community; 
· Being part of the panel of judges. 
Launch of contest - Nov 19, 2011 to commemorate ‘World Toilet Day’ in New Delhi
Last day of submission of entries – March 1, 2011

Announcement of Results – March 15, 2011

Prize Giving Ceremony – March 22, 2011 to commemorate ‘World Water Day’ in New Delhi
We look forward to hearing from you and thank you in advance for your support. 

Please do not hesitate to ask us any questions. 

With Best Regards, 

Shyama V. Ramani
Founder-Director of Friend in Need (FIN)

ramani@merit.unu.edu
shyama_ramani@yahoo.com
For the organizing committee of the FINISH Challenge Contest

Mr. Sadanand Bhave (Director, FINISH) and Mr. Mukul Singhal (Finance officer, FINISH)

Mr. Valentin Post (Controller/ Senior adviser, WASTE)
Ms. (Dr.) Shyama V. Ramani (Founder-Director FIN & Professor UNU and Maastricht Univ)

Ms. Gita Balakrishnan (Founder-Director, Ethos)

Mr. Madhu Mani (Co-founder and Director, Innovator Engagements, Ideaken)

	
	
	
	
	
	



