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Second annual toilet beauty contest  
Dec 2008
India Second Toilet Beauty Contest: In India, in rural areas, men are reluctant to use toilets as it goes against notions of masculine virility, unless it happens to be raining! So millions of rupees have been spent on toilets, which are sometimes unused due to lack of maintenance, and for the most part, only used by women. How can we promote sanitation and reduce diseases spread by mosquitoes unless open defecation is eliminated? In India we cannot impose fines as in China; this is politically unfeasible. So we have come up with a unique incentive mechanism: "A Toilet Beauty Contest". A toilet beauty contest that is only open to families where all men and women use the toilet. 
  

This is a sequel to India’s first toilet beauty contest that was held in July 2007  in Kameshwaram, which achieved a 71% utilization rate of toilets among men during the six months preceding the contest. But a habit has kicked in and it is now seen as “old fashioned” to defecate outside among many families. So previous notions about toilet and waste have been changed as a result of the toilet beauty contest and we want to continue this every year. 

  

Prizes will be given for three aspects of toilet maintenance: (i) maintenance of the environment around the toilet and the toilet itself; (ii) best kitchen garden irrigated by urine from the toilet; (iii) best innovations (in terms of additional structure, new use, decoration etc.) incorporated by the family in the toilet. For each of these three aspects, there will be three prizes: a first prize of Rs 5000, a second prize of Rs 2000 and a third prize of Rs 1000. A souvenir will be given to each participant. Even with families which participated last year ineligible for the contest  this year, the number of participating families for the Second Toilet Beauty Contest is 250. 

  

The contest will be coordinated by Mr.Paranjyothi of FIN Trust along with Mr.Subburaman and Mr.Ganapathy of SCOPE.  
Contact person: Shyama V. Ramani  Email: shyama_ramani@yahoo.com
