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“Low-cost technology needed”

Staff Reporter

For effective sanitation coverage: expert

Promoting hygiene: Shyama V. Ramani, founder of Friend in Need
Trust (India), addressing a workshop on sanitation in Chennai on
Sunday.

CHENNAI: Institutes of technology have to come up with low-cost technology
for toilets which use less water in order to achieve effective sanitation
coverage and reduce environmental contamination, said Shyama V. Ramani,
founder of Friend in Need Trust (India).

Speaking at the first ‘Programme Finish’ workshop organised at the Madras
Institute of Development Studies (MIDS) here on Sunday, she said the
financial, technological and social challenges faced by the ‘Programme Finish’
had to be tackled by the collective effort of international organisations, firms,
researchers, non-governmental organisations and citizens. “We also want
more volunteers to work with us,” she said.

‘Programme Finish’ has a goal of building one million toilets largely mobilising
funds from the end users in Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh.

The programme works towards financial inclusion to improve sanitation and
health in various parts of the country, Dr. Ramani said.

Two-thirds of the people in the country do not have access to a toilet and
more than 40 per cent of the existing toilets are not being used, said S.
Janakarajan, professor of MIDS. There is lack of sanitation coverage and
42,000 people die every week owing to drinking water polluted with faecal
matter, he said.

NGOs such as BISWA in Orissa, IIRD in Rajasthan, ESAF in Maharashtra,
SAMBHAYV in Madhya Pradesh and BHARATHI in Tamil Nadu and WASTE, a
Dutch NGO, are joining hands with insurance organisations like TATA-AIG and
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financial institutions like SNS-REAAL, NHB and NABARD to mobilise funds
from end-users to build the sanitation systems.

People in rural areas of Tamil Nadu are reluctant to spend money for building
a toilet. They want it free, said S. Paranjothi, field officer, Friend in Need
Trust.

There is a need for more awareness of sanitation in the State, said Jordan
Trombetta, a volunteer.

Printer friendly page
Send this article to Friends by E-Mail

myfab

The Big G...
Collection

& partir de 39,95€

Tamil Nadu

News: ePaper | Front Page | National | Tamil Nadu | Andhra Pradesh |
Karnataka | Kerala | New Delhi | Other States | International | Opinion |
Business | Sport | Miscellaneous | Engagements |

Advts: Retail Plus | Classifieds | Jobs | Updates: Breaking News |

. f{]b . %_ a partir de 39,95 €
| ! N w % Découvrir la collection

The Hindu Group: Home | About Us | Copyright | Archives | Contacts | Subscription

to be revived
Chennai today

Archives
Yesterday's Issue
Datewise

Features:
Magazine
Literary Review
Metro Plus
Open Page
Education Plus
Book Review
Business
SciTech

NXg

Friday Review
Cinema Plus
Young World
Property Plus
Quest

Group Sites: The Hindu | The Hindu ePaper | Business Line | Business Line ePaper | Sportstar | Frontline | Publications | eBooks | Images |

Ergo | Home |

Copyright © 2009, The Hindu. Republication or redissemination of the contents of this screen are expressly prohibited without the written

consent of The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/2009/11/02/stories/2009110259080400.htm

17/01/2010




