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Note by Bini Philips in collaboration with Shyama V. Ramani.

Chand-Cheval Compost Park Design competition is being organized by Friend in Need (FIN) Trust to stimulate creativity among students by giving them an opportunity to participate in an open competition with a practical objective. Students all over Tamil Nadu are challenged to design a compost park for the village of Kameshwaram in Tamil Nadu with compost pits, vats for composting material, walkways, benches and play area. Students have to keep in mind the whole idea is to change present notions of garbage from waste dumping to waste management, but the biggest challenge is to do it tastefully. 

The park should be designed to: 

(i) serve the immediate objective of waste management ;
(ii) be able to accommodate visitors who can come to learn about waste management;
(iii) use local materials and reflect the cultural traditions of the local people;

(iv) be distinctively aesthetic and user friendly so as to make it a landmark in the village that villagers can be proud of.
(v) make the system of operation and maintenance participatory in order to ensure sustainability
This is part of an ongoing project on waste management, whose objective is to get the villagers to adopt a system of separating household waste, put them into specified buckets, which would then be emptied into designated compost pits and recycled. Thereafter, the idea is to experiment and come up with a design of a system of waste management that generates revenue so that the installations and routines can be sustained in the long run without the use of local taxpayer money or other government subventions.  If this succeeds, then it can be adopted in other villages, improving the environment, reducing health hazards while creating jobs and perhaps a local market for compost from waste.

At present, most people across India are in the habit of throwing waste anywhere and everywhere. Villages and cities are peppered with waste mounds and plastic and paper are littered in pathways. Therefore, waste management and changing the habits of people is a very big challenge in India.
It is not evident that even the villagers will be enthusiastic about waste management. We hope that by bringing in students to design a compost park, the value of the waste management will be enhanced for the villagers, while providing an opportunity for students to design structures that may eventually be built with the credit going to the winning designer. The aim is not just to build workable, economical and environmentally safe pits but also to create a beautiful park, which can be an asset to the community. 

Interested institutions are required to register for the competition by Nov 1, 2008. A letter of intention has to be sent by the academic professor in charge to Shyama V. Ramani at shyama_ramani@yahoo.com giving the full coordinates of the professor with email and telephone, the full address of the institute and approximately the number of students who will be participating. A "ground plan" of the site (same as a floor plan), roughly to scale with photos of site as it is today can be sent by email or post.
The academic institutions are requested to bring the students to the village of Kameshwaram in the district of Nagapattinam (45 minutes from the Christian pilgrimage site: Vaillankani) at their own cost once before January 1, 2009 so that the students can see the site and discuss the requirements with the villagers. Dates for visit will have to be given at least 2 weeks in advance to Shyama V. Ramani by email so that the representative of FIN Trust, Mr. Paranjyothi, can receive the students and professors and arrange for a meeting with a set of villagers who are free at that time. 

Students are required to send their sketches of the site before and after by email (to shyama_ramani@yahoo.com ) by February 1, 2009. All participants will be given certificates. At most, five finalists will be selected by March 15. The finalists will be invited to defend their design before the village by June 1, 2009. Their trip within Tamil Nadu will be paid for by FIN Trust. All five will receive a prize of Rs 2000. An additional first and second prize of Rs 2000 and Rs 1000 respectively will be also awarded. 

The institutions of all five finalists will always be given a cash prize of Rs5000 to be spent by the students for equipment in their respective departments.

The international jury is made of the following people:

1. Architect – Ms. Gita Balakrishnan (Ethos, Kolkata)

2. Kameshwaram government representative- Mr. Kanakasundaram or Ms. Shanti.

3. Waste management expert: Mr. Subburaman of SCOPE.

4. Environment & Tamil Nadu expert: Mr.Ganapathy of SCOPE.

5. FIN Representative: Mr. Nico Rasters (UNU-Merit, Netherlands)

6. Waste management expert: Ms. Anne Scheinberg (WASTE, Netherlands)

7. Horticulturalist and landscape expert: Mr. Palanivelu
Some pointers for the participants:

· Household wastes consist mainly of vegetable waste, leaves, fish waste and plastic, each family producing nearly 1Kg/day. 

· 4 compost pits will be constructed, their size: 5mX2mX1m in an area suitable for 281 families. 

· Thatched roofing and fencing has to be established and the pit will be closed by net. 

· Bio-degradable materials will need to be stored in vats next to the pits and these will be used for easy decomposition and to reduce bad smell. 
What has to be submitted for the contest by a student?

·  Hand-made or computer designed sketch of the site selected for the waste management project in the village as it is now.

· Hand-made or computer designed sketch of the site selected for the waste management project in the village as you see it in the future, with the installations that you want to put in.

· 2-5 pages (no need to write for the sake of writing) of explanations of your ideas. – Graphic representation of ideas would  also be welcome.
Contact person: Shyama V. Ramani  Email: shyama_ramani@yahoo.com
